
Youth Sociology and Educational Sciences
in Slovak Republic: Short Reflection of Symbiosis

There were several important personalities active in the period between World 
War I and World War II, and in the post-World War II period who pointed to the 
issues of health of children and the youth, analyzed the issues of education, or the 
way of living of the youth in Slovakia (cf. Sociológia mládeže ‘69). One of them was 
professor Alojz Chura (cf. Chura A., 1970, Sexualita mládeže), a doctor–paediatri-
cian, the author of a multi-volume research publication Slovensko bez dorastu 
(Slovakia without juniors) (1937–1939). He was famous for his slogan “medicine 
without sociology is just a torso”. The second personality of this kind was 
professor Juraj Čečetka, a pedagogue-sociologist (cf. Čečetka J., 1965, Medziľudské 
vzťahy a rovesnícke skupiny; idem 1965, Sociológia v pedagogike).

The real sociology of the youth as “institutionalized activity” is connected only 
with the 1960s, when the process of institutionalization of sociology in Slovakia 
(in the years 1964–1969) was completed. In this period, Sociological Institute of 
SAS, Slovak Sociological Society at SAS, the Department of Sociology at the Faculty 
of Arts of the Commenius University in Bratislava, the scholarly journal “Socioló-
gia – Slovak Sociological Review”, were all established. Within this framework, 
research on the youth was developing, conferences were held, and the first socio-
logical findings on the youth were published.

In the area of issues regarding the sociology of the youth and pedagogical sciences 
(Ondrej Baláž, Vladislav Kačáni, Ondrej Pavlík, Ernest Sýkora), this lack of official 
support was even stronger in the case of pedagogical,  psychological (J. Koščo, 
A. Jurovsky) and legal sciences (L. Schubert). Our mutual relationship can be charac-
terized as supportive or even friendly; this was resulting from the fact that the nature 
of these sciences was ideologically less affected, from the age difference, but also from 
the fact that our older colleagues, who had more real-life experience, understood 
better the risks we were taking without our fully being aware of the danger.
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