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Conclusion

Criticizing bound thinking and conceptualizations of society and young people 
centered on nation states, Beck wanted to show global variability and intercon-
nectedness between different units of young people within the framework of global 
generations. He believed that his contributions to youth studies would shed light 
on divisions, contradictions, and desires of the global generations. He predicted 
that the conflict-laden interactions would emerge as a result of intra-generational 
affinities and tensions. Especially in times of massive migration movements and a 
feeling of increasing insecurity among young people, expectations of life chances 
have far-reaching consequences. Hopes and dreams of migration are confronted 
with the fears of well-being and chronic youth unemployment. 

Beck tried to warn his readers that the belief in closed national borders not 
only gives the overt justification to indifference towards global inequalities and 
human misfortunes, but also severely limits the capacity for understanding how 
people conceive of reality. According to him, the struggle over the dignity of the 
excluded other requires much attention because it seems to be an alternative, 
available and radical enough, for the construction of a better future, in response 
to the Hobbesian world of growing insecurity and violence.

The case of Polish young people seems to be a very interesting example for the 
discussion about cross-border relations within the frameworks of global genera-
tions. On the one hand, the migration of young Poles is often associated with both 
individual aspirations and structural constrains, on the other, Poland used to be a 
source of emigration and only recently has begun to be considered as a receiving 
country. An abrupt increase in immigration may be perceived as conspicuous 
by the majority of young Poles, who declare that they do not want to open their 
country for migrants. These perceptions may be reinforced by economic insecurity 
as well. Such observations are only a preliminary step toward a detailed discussion 
about young Poles in the context of the generational dynamics that exacerbates 
intra-generational tensions across national borders. Beck’s thoughts will offer 
another look at the situation of young Poles and their declarations.
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