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as independence and responsible behavior within the group; the development of 
closeness, feelings of trust, security and belonging) except when evaluating the 
acceptance of diversity and difference, where the pupils with special needs showed 
a level of development similar to other pupils. The hypothesis stating that other 
pupils show a low level of development of social competences and the pupils with 
special needs even lower was therefore confirmed.

Conclusion 

The results confirm that the area of   social competences in elementary school 
still needs serious improvement. Social competences are extremely important for 
an individual, however pupils in Slovenian elementary school show a relatively low 
level of these skills, which could prove to be a worrying fact. In addition, pupils 
with special needs should receive more attention especially in areas where they are 
ahead when compared with their peers as this could contribute to a greater sense 
of their importance within society and raise their self-esteem, which represents the 
very foundation of social competence. According to Csóti (2009) the development 
of social, emotional and behavioral skills of children is essential if we want them 
to develop into mature adult individuals.

On the other hand, the society we live in today offers and ultimately requires the 
use of technology, multimedia and computers. This implies even greater individu-
alization of the individual, which stands in contrast to social competence. Con-
cerning this issue the following questions still need to be answered: To what extent, 
with whom and how do our pupils spend their leisure time?; What is the extent 
to which we could supervise our children and pupils, as parents and teachers, to 
encourage their independence?; Do they have the opportunity to demonstrate 
their accountability, do we trust them enough? 
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