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nant position in the fi eld of environmental education. Most environmental issues 
exist in the didactic materials for the fi ft h grade, but the fewest in the third grade of 
secondary school. In general, in the didactic materials for primary and secondary 
school in the Republic of Serbia there are about 5.4% of environmental issues. 
Th ere is no vertical or horizontal linking, and there is disharmony in presenting the 
extent of some problems of the protection and advancement of the environment.

Th ere is a need to improve the teaching process in order to increase the level and 
development of environmental awareness of students in primary and secondary 
schools. Th is can facilitate the way to obtain environmentally desirable behavior 
of young people. Integrating environmental education into school life requires 
a coherent approach to various fronts for there to be progress towards sustainable 
development in the school itself. Because of the lack of national guidelines and 
institutional coordination we are not able to make a qualitative leap forward, and 
we also need to seek a holistic approach to contribute to education about and 
for the environment. Despite the fact, we must be creative and persistent because 
didactic material is to be varied, just like the environment in which we live. It is 
necessary to promote and encourage more environmental education, particularly 
through the development of a national strategy concerning environmental protec-
tion. In this sense a priority should be given to the approach to environmental 
issues in the didactic materials.

References

Andevski, M., & Kundačina, M.  (2004). Environmental education, care of the 
environment to sustainable development, Užice, Serbia: Teacher Training Faculty.

Bonnett, M. (2007). Environmental Education and the Issue of Nature. Journal of 
Curriculum Studies, 39(6), 707–721. doi:10.1080/00220270701447149

Carvalho de Sousa, A. Sevilla – Pavon, A. & Seiz-Ortiz, R. (2012). Autonomy and 
ICT in environmental education. Procedia – Social and Behavioral Sciences, 46, 
1343–1347. doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2012.05.299

Djordjević, J. (2002). Nova ekološka etika i zaštita životne sredine. Teme, 26(2), 
235–244.

Erdogan, M., Kostova, Z., & Marcinkowski, T. (2009). Components of Environmen-
tal literacy in Elementary Science Education Curriculum in Bulgaria and Turkey. 
Eurasia Journal of Mathematics, science and Technology Education, 5(1), 15 – 26.

Goldeman, D. (2010). Ekološka inteligencija. Beograd: Geopoetika.



239Serbian School System as a Barrier to the Development

Hannigan, J.A. (2006). Environmental Sociology 2ⁿd Edition. London & New York: 
Routledge.

Kundačina, M. (2006). Factors of environmental education in students. Užice, Serbia: 
Faculty of Education.

Marić – Jurišin, S. (2013). Ekološko opismenjavanje kroz prizmu vaspitno – obra-
zovnog sistema Republike Srbije – zastupljenost i obrada. Pedagoška stvarnost, 
59(1), 55 – 66.

Miles, R., Harrison, L., & Cutter-Mackenzie, A. (2006). Teacher education: a diluted 
environmental education experience. Australian Journal of Environmental Edu-
cation, 22(1), 49–59.

Milotojevič, V. (2005). Ekološka kultura. Niš: Fakultet zaštite na radu.
Offi  cial Gazette of the Republic of Serbia – Education Gazette No.13/2004, 15/2004, 

5/2006, 1/2007, 9/2009.
Tanaka, T. (2000). Environmental chemistry education for the 21st century. Journal 

of Indian Chemical Society, 77(11–12), 531–538.
Uzin, F.V. & Keles, O. (2012). Th e eff ects of nature education project on the envi-

ronmental awareness and behavior. Procedia – Social and Behavioral Sciences, 
46, 2912 – 2916. doi./10.1016/j.sbspro.2012.05.588.


