
315The Chances of People with Disabilities…

Unfortunately, despite the above-mentioned increase in the professional activ-

ity and employment rates of the disabled, the economic crisis contributed to the 

reverse of the positive tendency, which resulted in a decrease in the unemployment 

rate among people with disabilities. In 2006 it equalled 17.3%, in 2007 it dropped 

considerably reaching the level of 14.1%, in 2009–12.8%, however, in 2010 it 

climbed to 15.3%5.

People with disabilities are less active in looking for employment than the able. 

! e di" erences between the groups are substantial. In 2010 the indicator for the 

group of people with disabilities constituted 25.9%, whereas for the able 76.2%. 

One of the reasons for the di" erence might be the lower level of key competences, 

proven by the results of the research within the project number N N106 067535, 

in comparison to the group of the able. However, it is not certain to what extent 

it translates into other, crucial characteristics, essential for the development of 

determination needed in active search for a job, such as the personality of people 

with disabilities. Do people with developmental disorders show a lower level of 

self-esteem which can in# uence signi$ cantly the development of their high self-

esteem and e" ectiveness in the competition for work with able people? What is the 

level of motivation in striving to employ people with disabilities? Finally, does work 

play an important role in the life plans of people with disabilities? Answers to these 

questions could show the crucial factors of the professional activity of people with 

disabilities, and similarly direct the process of action to provide support for young 

people with disabilities in avoiding professional inactivity and unemployment. An 

attempt to answer the question was undertaken in the above-mentioned project.
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